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Continuing Experiments in Artificial Intelligence

Session #1
February 11, 2026

OLLI @ SOU
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Instructor:  James P. Jarrard

Professional
Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA/DoDDS)

Knowledge Manager for Peace Corps (HQ/DC) – 2000-2002

Adjunct Professor – Boston University, University of Maryland

Education
University of Southern California (MS), Michigan State University (BA)

Language Experience
German (6 years), Japanese (3 years), ASL (2 years)
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Ideas Generated by Reading
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Ideas Generated by Reading
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Prompt

Inference
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Multimodal
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Hallucinations
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Models
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Backpropagation

Bias (Social Bias vs. technical ‘bias’ (re: weight & bias in neuron))

Cognitive Load

RLHF (Reinforcement Learning from Human Feedback)

Enthusiastic Affirmation

Effective Altruism (EA)

Theory of Mind (ToM)

Vocabulary – Acronyms - Nomenclature
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Vocabulary – Acronyms - Nomenclature
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Compute

Frontier

Context Aware

Context Window

Iteration

Workflow

Enthusiastic Affirmation

Digital Sycophancy

Superintelligence

Agentic

Storyboard

Multi-Modal
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Vocabulary – Acronyms - Nomenclature
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Cognitive Offloading

Automation Bias

Pessimism Averse

Algorithm Appreciation

Algorithm Averse

Multi-Modal

Coreference Resolution

Stochastic Parrot

Digital Twin

MCP

Hyperscale
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Context – Attention

Persistent Memory (scenarios – research w/ constant preface, or iterative edit of image)

Contextual framing (context setting, Custom Instructions, Persistent Instructions, Session Parameters)

Corpus
Constraints (legal, medical)

Context vs. Symbolism/Algorithmic/if…then 

Agent/Agentic

Scale – Hyperscale

Doomer – Boomer
p(doom) – probability of doom scenario
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Artifact

Markdown (.md, LaTeX, Lilypond)

Model Collapse

Misinformation vs. Disinformation

Emergent Behavior (unexpected behavior arising in large models)

Augmentation (augment human work, not replace humans)

Vector Database 

Vocabulary – Acronyms - Nomenclature
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Coreference Resolution

The city council refused the demonstrators a permit because 
tthheeyy feared violence.

Who feared violence?

The city council refused the demonstrators a permit because 
tthheeyy advocated violence.

Who advocated violence?
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Coreference Resolution

The table won’t fit through the doorway because iitt is too wide.

What is too wide?

The table won’t fit through the doorway because iitt is too narrow.

What is too narrow?
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Humans usually resolve pronouns using:

•Context
•World knowledge

•Probability

•Social expectations

Computers must infer this statistically.

Coreference Resolution
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The real miracle of reading comprehension, AI experts said, is in reading between the 
lines – connecting concepts, reasoning with ideas and understanding implied 
messages that aren’t specifically outlined in the text.

D. Harwell, Washington Post (1/16/18)
“AI Models Beat Human at Reading Comprehension, but They’ve Still Got a Ways to Go”

Coreference Resolution
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Computer Coding Model

Graphics Composition
Model

Multiple Language Models
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Can You Recognize These Companies?
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Can You Recognize These Companies?
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Can You Recognize These Companies?
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Can You Hear Me Now?

iPhone Mobile Keyboard

Record/Submit Sound File (.mp3)

Enter Conversation Mode

System Level Text Transcription
Speech-to-Text

Voice Interaction
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Prompt Editor – General Definition
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Which type of ‘Thinking’ to do

”Conversation” Mode

Open/Close Sidebar Start New Topic

Account Information
Settings

Incognito Mode

Share / Interactive Mode



February 10, 2026©Talks with Crows 24

Upload File / Screenshot

Search (other than corpus)

Agent Mode (multi-step actions?)

App Mode or Utilization (re: plug-ins)

Which GPT Version

ChatGPT App on MacOS
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ChatGPT on iPhone

ChatGPT App on Macintosh Computer

No
te
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ChatGPT in Chrome Browser (on MacOS)

Between the various “platforms” 
(MacOS, Windows, mobile - iPhone, 
Android), there can be a lack of 
consistency in menu structures and 
individual menu items.

No
te
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Jump to Prompts?
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ChatGPT Settings
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Personalization
Apps / Agents
Voice / Vocalization
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Apps / Agents OpenAI Apps, Agents and Extensions 
are not available in all platforms
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Apps / Agents
OpenAI Apps, Agents and Extensions 

are not available in all platforms
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A Science Behind Effective ‘Prompts’A Science Behind Effective ‘Prompts’
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RRoollee  //  AA..II..ss  EExxppeerrttiissee

Context

(+) Prompt

Examples

Style

Format
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Copy and Editing Prompts / A.I. Software Demonstrated

Adobe Firefly (graphics only - multiple models)

Meta AI

Microsoft Designer
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Perspective in Paintings

Copy and Editing Prompts
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Copy and Editing Prompts
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Text Copied to:

Microsoft Word Google Docs
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Copy and Editing Prompts
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ChatGPT: What to Know (Today)

• Models are strong
• Products are unfinished
• “Agents” = multi-step prompting, not autonomy
• “Apps” mean different things on mobile vs desktop
• Sora video = experimental, often not downloadable

Bottom line:

Capabilities are ahead of workflows.
Treat new features as preview, not production.

Fibonacci Design


